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MINUTES OF EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION MEETING 8880252E33 
COLORADO DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH ! 

ROCKWELL INTERNATIONAL, AEROSPACE OPERATIONS 

DATE: 30 May 1989 

Attendees: 

H. A. Mahan 
K. Schnoor 
S. Ramer 
C. Videtich 
M. Davis 
P.  J. Etchart 
F.  D. Hobbs 
R. Lawton 
M. Peters 
W. Sproles 
D.  Nickless 
C. C. Jierree 
D .  Gamewell 
A .  Hazle 
P. E. Gardine 

G .  Mathews 
J. Seeman 

LOCATION: Broomfield City 
Council Chambers 

City of Broomfield 
City o f  Broomf i el d 
City of Westminster 
City of Arvada 
Rockwell International 
Rockwell International 
Rockwell International 
Rockwell International 
Rockwell International 
Rockwell International 
U. S. Department of Energy 
U .  S. Department of Energy 
Colorado Dept. o f  Health 
Colorado Dept. o f  Health 
Concerned Health Technicians for a 
C1 eaner Colorado 
Boulder County H. D. 
Committee Against Radioactive Pollut. 

F. Hobbs announced that there were no changes to the list of Radioactive 
Msterials Used or Handled at the Rocky Flats Plant since the last update. 

S. Ramer presented the City of Westminster Radiation Data Monthly Report for 
April, 1989. All data were within the levels o f  background radioactivity 
concentrations. A question was asked about the absence of data in the 
Westminster report for a period of discharge from Pond C-2 shown in the Rockwell 
rsport. Followup after the meeting der.ermined that communications about 
intention to discharge the pond did not reach the sampling chemist at 
Westminster. The point at which communications failed could not be determined. 

K.  Schnoor presented the City of Broomfield Radiometrics Monitoring Report. All 
data were within the levels of background radioactivity concentrations. 

Richard Gamewell presented the Colorado Department of Health Environmental 
Surveillance Report for April, 1989. All analytical results were typical of data - 

seen in the past. Questions were asked about CDH monitoring program scope 
reductions. It was stated that this topic had been addressed in detail in 
previous meetings. It was also requested that a map be developed/provided to 
show locations of CDH monitors. 
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F .  Hobbs presented  the Apri 1 ,  1989 Rocky F1 a t s  Environmental S u r v e i l 1  ance  Repor t .  
There  was a measurable  t r i t ium r e l e a s e  i n  e f f l u e n t  a i r  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  
s e v e r a l  months caused by d e s o r p t i o n  from a s a t u r a t e d  t r i t ium removal sys tem.  
Ques t ions  and d i s c u s s i o n s  on the  measurements focused on s t a t u s  o f t h e  equipment;  
t h e  removal system was r e p o r t e d  t o  be shut down u n t i l  e v a l u a t i o n s  a r e  completed 
on recovery  e f f i c i e n c y / c a p a c i t y .  Another d i s c u s s i o n  f o c u s e d  on c o n t i n u e d  
n e g a t i v e  r e l e a s e  v a l u e s  f o r  b e r y l l i u m ;  Q u a l i t y  Assurance d a t a  c o n t i n u e  t o  
i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h 5  d a t a  a r e  v a l i d .  A plutonium c o n c e n t r a t i o n  va lue  o f  0.00261 
- + 0.000256 pci/m was r e p o r t e d  f o r  t he  March, 1989 S-06  o n s i t e  ambient  a i r  
sampler .  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  found no i n d i c a t i o n  o f  an o p e r a t i o n a l  c a u s e  o r  a n a l y t i c a l  
e r r o r .  The plutonium i n  Community A i r  d a t a  se t  f o r  A p r i l ,  1989, i n d i c a t e d  a 
p o s s i b l e  n e g a t i v e  b i a s  and the  r e s p e c t i v e  q u a l i t y  a s s u r a n c e  d a t a  a r e  be ing  
reviewed. Water sample resu l t s  inc luded  s e v e r a l  unrepor ted  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s u l t s  
t h a t  w i l l  be r e p o r t e d  when t h e  a n a l y s e s  a r e  completed.  A q u e s t i o n  was asked a s  
t o  how Pond 8-5  could  be d i s c h a r g e d  when plutonium a n a l y s e s  were i n c o m p l e t e .  
I t  was expla ined  t h a t  g r a b  samples a r e  screened  f o r  g r o s s  a l p h a ,  g r o s s  b e t a  and 
H - 3  by Rockwell, t o  d e t e r m i n e  a c c e p t a b i l i t y  o f  water  p r i o r  t o  d i s c h a r g e .  The 
a c t u a l  d i s c h a r g e  w a t e r  i s sampled and analyzed s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  s p e c i f i c  
r a d i o n u c l i d e s .  The a n a l y s i s  r e p o r t e d  a s  " incomple te"  r e f e r r e d  t o  the  d i s c h a r g e  
sample and not  the s c r e e n i n g  samples .  There were no v i o l a t i o n s  o f  the  Rocky 
F1 a t s  P1 a n t  Environmental  P r o t e c t i o n  Agency Nat ional  Pol 1 u t a n t  D i  s c h a r g e  
E l i m i n a t i o n  System (NPDES) permi t  f o r  t h e  month of  A p r i l .  The average  n i t r a t e  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s  r e p o r t e d  were 7 . 4  mg/l i n  Pond A - 4  d i s c h a r g e  and 6 . 9  mg/l i n  
Walnut Creek a t  I n d i a n a  samples. The t e r m i n a t i o n  of  pumping Pond B-5 t o  Upper 
Church Ditch was d i s c u s s e d .  F u l l  d a t a  f o r  t he  s p e c i a l  d i s c h a r g e  of Pond B-5 w i l l  
be presented  a t  t h e  May, 1989 meet ing .  

W .  S p r o l e s  p r e s e n t e d  the May, 1989, Engineer ing Update. The f o l l o w i n g  General 
I n t e r e s t  P r o j e c t s  were i n c l u d e d :  Roof Repai rs  for v a r i o u s  b u i l d i n g s ,  Laundry 
F a c i l i t y ,  Upgrade o f  B u i l d i n g  889,  O n s i t e  Nitrogen P l a n t ,  Road R e p a i r s ,  a 
Shipping  F a c i l i t y  A d d i t i o n ,  an E l e c t r i c a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  System, and a new 
Radiometr ic  C a l i b r a t i o n  Labora tory .  Environmental I n t e r e s t  P r o j e c t s  i n c l u d e d :  
Exhaust Plenum M o d i f i c a t i o n s  (Bldg.  7 7 1 ) ,  Plenum 107 Fan Upgrade (Bldg .  7 0 7 ) ,  
F U - 1  P l e n u m  (Bldg. 7 7 1 ) ,  and F U - 2 B  Plenum (Bldg. 771) .  

There 

There 

Q u e s t  

were no announced changes t o  moni tor ing  programs. 

were no new agenda i tems  prepared  f o r  t he  next  meet ing .  

ons.on where the w a s t e  "super" compactor w i l l  be i n s t a l l e d  and when i t  w i l l  
be i n s t a l l e d  were asked i n  the g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s i o n .  I t  was r e p o r t e d  t h e  equipment 
w i l l  i s  scheduled t o  be i n s t a l l e d  i n  Bui ld ing  776 in  1990. Copies o f  the Rocky 
F l a t s  1988 Annual Moni tor ing  Report  were r e q u e s t e d .  I t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  those 
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reports will be available for distribution after approval i s  given by Department 
of Energy. A question was submitted on availability of sediment sample results 
from holding ponds. These data will not be available until sampling and analysis 
is performed as a part of future RCRA/CERCLA characterizations. 

The next monthly Environmental Information Exchange Meeting will be held at 1:30 
p.m., Tuesday, June 27, 1989, at the Colorado Department of Health, Denver, CO., 
Room 150. 


